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Abstract

Psychological studies using general moral dilemma scenes have suggested the involvement of
cognitive ability, the development of role-ranking ability, and cognitive conflict experience
in the development of morality. We considered that clinical training experience in the physical
therapy curriculum promotes moral development in students. Therefore, we evaluated judgments
and their reasons in dilemma scenes of physical therapy in students in the 4th year after clinical
training (n = 26) and those in the 2nd year before clinical training (n = 32). Students® answers
to questions about the degree of the importance of 7 factors and freely described contents were
analyzed, and differences between the two school years were evaluated. No significant difference
was observed in any of the 7 factors between the two school years. However, slight differences
were observed in freely described contents between the two school years. The 4th year students
with clinical training experience showed moral judgment based on their position as clinical
trainees, and slightly passive description contents. This may reflect the present form of
clinical training. Many 4th year students considered that impartiality to all patients and
observation of hospital regulations are important but are not always major factors affecting their
decisions.
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